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A little history:
2001 - Mouse Pox virus encoding immune-modulatory genes made more 
virulent
2002 - De novo synthesis of polio virus genome
2004 – Fink Report “Biotechnology Research in an Age of Terrorism: 
Confronting The “Dual Use” Dilemma”
2011 – Avian influenza H5N1 virus made more transmissible between ferrets
2014- Moratorium on Gain-of-Function Research (Influenza, SARS, and 

MERS)
2015 - Government Policy on Institutional Review of Life Science DURC 

takes effect
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DURC at Columbia

Aug. 2012 - White Paper - DURC; A path forward for Columbia
Oct. 2012 - A policy recommendation for Columbia University
Mar. 2013 – Interim DURC Policy 
Mar. 2015 – Final DURC Policy 
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http://evpr.columbia.edu
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http://ehs.columbia.edu/
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The PI’s self-screening will be 
augmented by multiple checkpoints:

• Sponsored Projects Administration (SPA), which 
will include a question in the online grant proposal 
tracking application as to whether the proposed 
research involves a DURC Agent.

• Columbia Technology Ventures (CTV), which will 
ask the same question as part of its review of 
Material Transfer Agreements.

• Export Controls Officer
• Procurement, which processes Select Agent incl. 

C. bot. toxin purchases.
• IRB, who identify PIs using C. bot. toxin in human 

subjects.
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• Applying additional biosafety or biosecurity measures
• Modifying the experimental design or methodology
• Planning for medical countermeasures
• Determining a plan for responsibly communicating the 

research findings
• Educating and training research staff
• Developing a specific monitoring plan
• Not conducting certain aspects of the research. 
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Outreach and training:

• email to ~200 PIs working at BSL-2 
or higher, as well as those who 
perform research with biological 
toxins

• Newsletter article
• EVPR handbooks (wee books)
• Posters and lobby monitors
• Revision to our online biosafety 

course TC0509 
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Advice to share
• Start now
• Utilize the government FAQ and guides
• Identify and engage your stakeholders
• Educate your investigators
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